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One of the most difficult units that is covered in my eighth grade Digital Media

course is the introduction to Hyper Text Markup Language (HTML).  The terminology

and skills are so challenging, in fact, that I have often skipped this section of my course

altogether, substituting in content that is easier for students to grasp at their age.  I would,

however, like to find a way to include this important programming language while my

students are still in middle school.

As a result, I will re-design my Intro to HTML unit to utilize the Reciprocal

Learning Strategy.  This will allow them to help each other tackle the harder content

while relying on their own peers instead of their teacher.

In the first phase of the lesson, I will prepare the students for their partnerships by

explaining the steps and purposes of this style of lesson.  Because the HTML unit is their

first computer programming unit, most of the information is completely new ... but I will

review some of the basic Internet terminology that will be used throughout the lesson.

Moreover, I anticipate that my students will need a very good explanation about

the roles of the doer and the guide in each pair.  Many will have a tendency to freely

switch roles based on their comfortability or level of understanding, but I believe that it is

important for each student to participate as both a doer and as a guide throughout the

lesson.  They must know how to communicate aloud, ask for and give feedback, listen

and observe, provide feedback, and switch freely between the roles.
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Partners will be randomly assigned, to promote focus on the content and to

eliminate distractions and "extracurricular activity".  As needed, pairs will be shuffled

and reassigned to keep things fresh and to help alleviate personality conflicts and

unnecessary distractions.

In the second phase of this reciprocal learning lesson, students will carry out the

partnership that has been established.  They will work together on a digital worksheet that

outlines the underlying concepts behind HTML and the basic terminology that will be

used in the lesson.  This worksheet will be designed to be used as a reading activity ...

pairs of students will read the content silently then summarize it to each other, quizzing

each other on the important content and helping each other to come to a complete

understanding of the items on the worksheet.

Because the furniture in my classroom (a computer lab) is quite static, I would

consider printing out the worksheets and actually doing this activity outside in the grass.

Not only would this allow us to have maximum flexibility in our arrangement of students,

but it also tends to raise the attention level of my students and bring an added level of

excitement to the lesson.

In the third phase of the lesson, students will evaluate both the content of the

lesson and the effectiveness of the reciprocal learning strategy.  I will provide them with

some essential questions with which to quiz their partners.  These questions will review
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the necessary terminology and major concepts of programming in HTML.  I will also

provide some sample questions about the effectiveness of the lesson, encouraging

metacognition and higher-level thinking in my students.  Because I haven't used this

exact strategy in my class before, I would also be interested to find out the reactions of

my students to this type of lesson.

Typically, the HTML lesson would be taught in a much more linear fashion.  I

would engage the students by bringing up familiar websites, then facilitate an exploration

through the source code that is behind the images and text that they see in the browser.

This lecture-based approach is very different from the Reciprocal Learning strategy that

is described in this paper, so I will be very interested to compare and contrast the

effectiveness of each style of teaching.

As Silver states, "through using the Reciprocal Learning Strategy, students will

master important skills needed to be effective in a helping relationship, learn how to be

active listeners and how to provide constructive feedback, and develop patience and the

ability to praise" (2003).  Thus, I believe that this strategy will help my students not only

in the classroom, but also outside the classroom environment.  It will help them to

collaborate and work with others, take initiative as they problem solve, and take

responsibility for their own actions and learning.  Ultimately, these skills and abilities are

at the core of what I would like to teach my students.



Application 6
Page 5

Lance Webel - EDUC 6630 (Section T2003) 10/18/2007, 9:31:56 PM

Reference:

Silver, H.F., Hanson, J.R., Strong R.W., & Schwartz, P.B. (2003). Teaching Styles and

Strategies. Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ: The Thoughtful Education Press.


